CH3). 13 MeCN (10 mL) and anhydrous MeOH (10 mL) were transferred to the Schlenk flask and the mixture was stirred at room temperature for 24 hours. The solution, which had turned grey, was filtered through celite, and the solvent removed from the filtrate in vacuo to yield the product as a white solid. Yield: 0.15 g, 0.2 mmol, 46 %. 1 
Creation of nanoparticles by silver-NHC complex-mediated polymer selfassembly
Solutions (1 mg/mL) of P2, P3, P4, L3, L4, C3 and C4 were prepared in HPLC grade water, and filtered through 0.45 µm and 0.2 µm filters and analysed using DLS to confirm no particles were present in the absence of polymer-silver-NHC complex interaction. Equal volumes (1 mL) of each polymer solution and either ligand or complex were mixed to form solutions of 1:1 ratio, and agitated using a vibrax machine. The particles in solution were maintained under dialysis to determine any non-uptake of inorganic matter, heated to 37 °C and analysed by DLS (Table 1 For studies using polymer complexes, the polymer was dissolved in distilled water at 1 mg/mL and vortexed to ensure dispersion. Similarly, the test compound was dissolved in distilled water at 1 mg/mL and a 50:50 mix of polymer and test compound prepared. The mix was then vortexed to ensure adequate mixing and dispersion. Samples were diluted in cell culture media to provide a concentration of test compound at 100 µM (the polymer concentration was less than 0.01 % w/v in all cases). A range of test drug concentrations were prepared by diluting the highest concentration with media containing polymer (at less than 0.01 % w/v) so the concentration of polymer remained constant across all lanes. The control contained media plus polymer only (no test drug included) and chemosensitivity studies were performed as described above.
